Culinary & Hospitality Food & Beverage Intern
Vala’s Pumpkin Patch & Apple Orchard is now accepting applications for the Vala’s Internship
Program to be part of their Food & Beverage Team. Located in Gretna, Nebraska, Vala’s is a fall
festival open to the public 45 to 55 days a year and a treasured fall tradition for many families in
the surrounding communities. Vala’s is one of the largest pick-your-own pumpkin patches in the
world, spanning 400+ acres and including over 50 attractions, like pick-your-own pumpkins and
apples, and over 25 specialty food locations. Working at Vala’s during the fall season is a
fast-paced, exciting experience that’s also very rewarding – we create happiness!
As the Culinary & Hospitality Food & Beverage Intern you will report to the Director of Food and Beverage and also
work with our Head Chef. You will learn how to manage a diverse mixture of food locations across the farm; how to
manage production of baked goods, kettle corn and other specialty festival foods; how to maintain quality while scaling
up production to create fast and efficient service; how to manage a catering event for 1,000+ guests; and more. Specific
experiences can be tailored to each applicants’ interests.
This internship will begin on August 1st with a mandatory orientation day. The Vala’s Internship Program pays interns an
hourly wage of $12.00 per hour. No housing is provided and no fees are applied. Participants must have their own
transportation to and from work. Internship dates are August 1st through November 23rd.
Responsibilities
● Help with training and set-up before opening day
● Manage daily operations of assigned locations
● Help create production schedules and maintain quality control
● Attend weekly in person staff meetings
● Pie production after October 31st, in preparation for our Thanksgiving Market
● Other duties as assigned.
Requirements
● Pursuing a degree in one of the following areas: Hospitality, Culinary Arts
● Currently enrolled in or recent graduate of an accredited college or university in the United States
● Must work during the Vala’s Pumpkin Patch & Apple Orchard season (August through November)
● This job requires being outside, being on your feet, walking short and long distances, some lifting is involved
● Must have ServSafe Certification or be able to pass a ServSafe Food Handler’s Certification
● Attend internship orientation
Learning Outcomes
● Learn what it is like to work in a fast paced, busy, Agritainment business environment
● Demonstrate customer service skills while interacting with over 300,000 guests
● Enhance employee engagement strategies and skills while interacting with 1,000 seasonal employees
● Strengthen management skills by supporting food locations with scheduling, training, inventory, production
schedules
How to Apply
Please send your cover letter and resume to Brianne McDonald, HR Manager at Vala’s Pumpkin Patch & Apple Orchard
at brianne@valaspumpkinpatch.com. Your cover letter should tell us why you are interested in an internship at Vala’s.
Please indicate in the letter which internship position you are applying for.

